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Commander’s Corner 
 

First, I wish to send out a special Happy Mother's Day to all the great 

mothers (and some grandmothers) we have in the BDE.  I hope you all have a 

wonderful day! 

Brigitte and I would like to thank all the volunteers, soldiers, and family 

members that helped us celebrate and recognize all outstanding volunteers.  

The event was well attended and well done.  We can never say enough about 

all the contributions that are made by our wonderful volunteers.  Our 

"silent partners" are great ambassadors for our Brigade and our Army and, 

without a lot of fanfare or hype, they share the value of selfless service. 

The month of May marks the beginning of transitions with several families 

and soldiers leaving and the beginning of summer safety.  The Brigade will 

conduct 2 days of summer safety briefings and training this week and would 

ask that our leaders share what we learn with our families.  The season 

continues to be dry and windy, so please carefully check your areas for 

possible electrical/fire hazards.  As temperatures get into the 90-100's, 

maintain our hydration and make liberal use of sun screen.  We want 

families and soldiers to get out and enjoy the summer activities, but take 

what we teach in training and ensure we do things with moderation. 

Thanks for all you do. 

COL Bill & Brigitte Stacey 

Grizzly 6 

 

Sincerely,  

COL Bill and Brigitte Stacey 
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Chaplains Words of Praise 

Make a Difference 

Ruth a gentile woman was widowed living with her mother-in-law, Naomiand elderly Jewish 

woman, who was also widowed when she made the following statement.  

Ruth 1:16-17…… Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for 

whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be 

my people, and thy God my God: Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: 

the LORD do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part thee and me. 

As Israel remembered the millions that died during the Holocaust yesterday during Yom 

HaShoah (Holocaust and Heroism Remembrance day), I want to share a touching story about a 

an exceptional woman who assisted 2,500 young Jewish children out of the ghettos during 

World War II. 

Her name was Irene Sendler. She was an employee of the Polish Social Warfare Department 

who had a special permit to enter the ghettos to check for signs of typhus. During these 

visits, she would wear a Star of David as a sign of solidarity with the Jewish people. 

Once inside, she would convince Jewish parents to part with their children as she and 

others created for them false papers and smuggled them out so to put them in various good 

homes around Poland. Sendler then buried the children’s true identities in jars in her 

back yard, hoping to reunite them with their families after the war. 

In 1943, Irene was arrested by the Gestapo, severely tortured and sentenced to death. She 

was able to save herself by bribing German guards on the way to her execution. Listed on 

bulletin boards among those who had been executed, she was left in the woods unconscious, 

with broken arms and legs. For the remainder of the war, she lived in hiding. Though she 

had suffered much, she continued her work with Jewish children and after the war she dug 

up the jars and tried hard to reunite the children with parents.  Most parents died in the 

polish war camps.  

Ruth made difference to Namoi and for her tribute she became a part of the linage of David 

and our Lord Jesus Christ.  Irene made a difference to 2500 Jewish children.  We can make 

a difference right here right now where we live.  Find a need great or small and make it 

happen.  Small things become great things. 

Worthy Brief and CH Douglas D. Gibson 
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FRSA Notes 
Welcome to the month of May! A month I can appreciate in so many 

ways; warmer weather, gardening, Mother's day, the finishing up of the 

school year and Military Appreciation Month! 

Military Spouse Appreciation Day is the Friday before Mother's Day; 

May 8, 2011. "The first Military Spouse Day was first celebrated in 1984 

when then-President Ronald Reagan proclaimed the observance to 

honor the contributions of military spouses. The military now sets aside 

the Friday before Mother's Day each year to pay tribute to the spouses 

who play a vital role in the nation's defense." 

(http://www.army.mil/spouse/) 

GSAS- Battery Commander Spouses Invited 

We invite you to attend the Growing Spouses Army Strong 

(GSAS)! This program was designed specifically for Captains’ 

spouses as you prepare to be part of a battery-level command 

team. We are certain you will find the course informative, 

useful and rewarding.  

Today’s Army asks much of its families in these demanding 

times and it is our goal to provide you with tools to both 

sustain you personally and to empower you as leaders. As 

military spouses, your contributions to the well being of Army 

families and, ultimately, to the readiness of our all-volunteer 

force, is invaluable. It is often said that the Army is the 

strength of the Nation and that our Families are the strength 

of our Army.  

Some of the beneficial classes taught during GSAS include Army 

Structure, Customs, Courtesies and Protocol and Coming into the 

Battery. You will also have an opportunity to interact and learn to 

experienced command/ spouse teams and attend a graduation 

reception at the Commanding General’s beautiful home on post 

“The Sherman House.” 

Week 1:  Thursday, May 19 & Friday, May 20  and Week 2:  

Monday, May 23 and Tuesday, Mary 24. 

Please call Lisa Villarreal-Hughes, 483-8248 or email today to 

reserve your spot.  Thank you. 

 

May is National Military 

Appreciation Month 

That's right military service members, 

veterans, spouses, and family members 

and those who love them, this month is all 

about letting you know how much you and 

your service means to our nation. 

"National Military Appreciation Month" 

operations where the whole mission is to 

recognize you and to celebrate our 

nation's rich military traditions, the 

diversity of our military community and to 

reflect with gratitude on your service and 

the service of those who came before you 

by understanding the historical relevance  

Military Spouse Appreciation Day (May 

8th) recognizing the strengths and 

sacrifices of our military spouses and the 

challenges they endure and rise above in 

support of our service members and our 

country; Armed Forces Day (May 21st) 

honoring all of our military forces with 

activities all around the globe wherever 

our troops may be; and, most 

importantly, the month culminates in the 

most significant date of all, Memorial Day 

(May 30), a day of remembrance for those 

who sacrificed the most to bless us with 

the freedoms that we enjoy today. On this 

special day, we will have ceremonies and 

tributes, laying of wreaths, bugles, 

prayers and silence – a moment of 

remembrance at 3pm - where each 

American is asked to solemnly and 

prayerfully reflect on the fallen service 

members of yesterday and today and their 

families who have given so much. 

 

http://www.army.mil/spouse/
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Top Ten Military Family Programs 

(Military Officers Association of America – MOAA) 

1. Our Military Kids – Their mission is straightforward. Support military kids through enriching activities. Thousands of military 

children from Guard, Reserve and wounded families have received funds for tutoring, ballet, music, martial arts and so much more 

thanks to the compassion and business savvy of two women (not from military families) who wanted to make a difference in the 

lives of the nation’s military kids. Mission accomplished! 

2. National Military Family Association – With free summer camps for military kids and scholarships for spouses, this organization 

has led the way in service for military families for more than 40 years. (And they’re our long time colleagues within The Mil itary 

Coalition!) 

3. Military Child Education Coalition – checklists on transferring students, navigating children through loss, camp scholarships and 

professional development for teachers – MCEC is the hub for all things related to milkids and school. 

4. F.O.C.U.S. – Families Overcoming Under Stress teaches resiliency training to military families. We love that it’s a solution based 

program with a civilian partnership, co-developed by UCLA Center for Community Health and the National Center for Child 

Traumatic Stress (NCTSN) and funded by the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery (BUMED) of the U.S. Department of the Navy and 

the U.S. Marine Corps. 

5. Blue Star Families – They’re the group behind such programs as Books on Bases, Smiles on Faces; Blue Star Museums, and 

the 2010 Military Family Lifestyle survey. Launched in 2008 by some seriously hardworking military spouses, Blue Star Families 

has leveraged social media in a way like no other military organization, and has garnered the attention of the White House many 

times over. 

6. United Through Reading – “Read me a book, daddy.” Your kiddies can still get their bedtime stories through this program which 

partnered up with the next organization on our list. It’s simple: United Through Reading has set up stations for all deploying military 

units and some USO locations where moms and dads can read books to their kids on DVD. (Pssst. We won’t tell if you watch them 

for a little comfort, too!) 

7. USO – Bob Hope. Marilyn Monroe. Toby Keith. You are major star if you’ve been on a USO tour, but the real celebrities are the 

ones in uniform, thanks to the 69-year-old United Services Organization. They bring inspiration and a break from the battle field 

whether you’re in an airport or recovering from wounds. Plus, their motto “Until Everyone Comes Home” is one we can all agree on. 

8. The Fisher House Foundation – One of only two people to ever receive the designation as an honorary veteran, Zachary Fisher’s 

legacy has provided the comforts of home for the families of our convalescing service members since 1991. The newest homes 

were opened in Bethesda this month. 

9. Zero to Three – Our youngest military kids are affected by stress, unpredictability and lack of bonding, but Zero to Three has 

empowered military parents of children ages – you guessed it; zero to three years old – to mitigate these stresses with tips 

grounded in science. And pics of cute babies – well we just can’t resist! 

10. Wounded Warrior Project – This organization is defined by its vision: To foster the most successful, well-adjusted generation of 

wounded warriors in this nation’s history. WWP has been making a difference in the lives of soldiers, Sailors, airmen, and Marines 

and their family members since 2003. We give kudos to this great organization for its grassroots efforts. 

 

 

http://www.ourmilitarykids.org/
http://www.militaryfamily.org/
http://www.militarychild.org/
http://focusproject.org/
http://www.bluestarfam.org/
http://www.unitedthroughreading.org/
http://www.uso.org/
http://www.fisherhouse.org/
http://zerotothree.org/
http://woundedwarriorproject.org/
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FRG Leader: Michelle Niedert michtj2000@yahoo.com 

mailto:michtj2000@yahoo.com
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 1-56 ADA BN “Night Hides Not!”  

 

Commander: LTC John Wanat           Acting CSM: MSG Diana Morris 

FRG Leader: Michelle Niedert michtj2000@yahoo.com 

 

Greetings again to all friends and families of 1-56 ADA!! The Family Readiness Group is the heart of a unit! April was the 

month of the military child so a very important and special month for Soldiers and their families. The Battalion continues to 

settle into its new two battery configuration, but as expected there will continue to be minor growing pains. The month of April, 

aside from being the month of the military child, was Leader development month for both cadre and students alike in 1-56. 

Cadre, as part of the Army campaign on professionalism, began 20 hours of professional ethics training with the brigade Ethics 

trainer and 1-56 Chaplain Major Randy Thomas. Additionally Cadre and student officers alike benefitted from Air Defense School 

Assistant Commandant Colonel McCant’s 28 years of experience. The Fort Sill Modern Army Combatives Program (MACP) 

Tournament tested a number of our young leaders on the “fields of friendly strife.” 

 

Cadre members looked on as MAJ Randy Thomas presented ethical questions   

 

5566 

mailto:michtj2000@yahoo.com
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CPT Erik Deneau enjoys a moment with family and friends (left) while CPT Amanda Rowse offers a smile (right) while a trainer 

tapes her hands prior to the Championship round of the FCoE MACP Tournament. 

The Warrior Ethos was alive and well as cadre and students participated in the FCOE Annual MACP tournament. 

Congrats again to all 1-56 Competitors in the FCOE MACP Tournament! Just like last year, the smallest battalion in FCOE 

responded with four Soldiers placing in the tournament. Flyweights - 2nd CPT Amanda Rowse; Middleweights - 2nd CPT Erik 

Deneau; Heavyweights - 3rd 2LT Richard Erickson, 4th CPT Adrian Liptrot 

ADA Officer 

students and cadre enjoyed time with the Assistant Commandant COL McCants as he shared tips for success and lessons 

learned that have spanned his 28 years as an Air Defender.  

(Photos by 2LT Tim Robinson)
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2LT Robinson cleans an air defense weapons system in preparation for the Fires Seminar while MSG Tinsley and SFC 

Robertson help deploy a 1940’s era ADA weapon while volunteering at the ADA museum. 

ADA VOLUNTEER DAYS BY 2LT DEAN 

Throughout the month of April, 1-56th have been volunteering at the ADA Museum to help them get ready for their Opening 

Ceremonies in mid-May. So far, Soldiers from HQ/A have volunteered on three different occasions with two days in the 

upcoming weeks. 1-56th Soldiers have helped move, clean, and deploy various air defense artillery weapons.  

The first weapon 1-56th Soldiers helped to move, clean, and deploy was the enormous 90mm M1A1. The weapon is from the 

1940’s and is impressive to stand underneath.  The first mission of the day was to open up the weapon and make certain 

everything was still functioning. The hydraulics had not been used in decades. To lower the massive legs, four Soldiers were 

needed on each side to slowly unfold and gently lower down. Once the legs were open and securely supporting the frame, it was 

time to move the gun around. The barrel is intimidating yet still, after all these decades, able to smoothly move about. 

Soldiers have also been helping to clean other air defense weapons from decades past, as well as, aiding in the transformation of 

buildings 1505 and 1506 from simple warehouses to a living history of the Army’s Air Defense Artillery.  Night Hides Not! 
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1SG Dunning presented SSG Mendoza with an appreciation gift during the farewell luncheon (left) and CPT Rowse presented 

SSG Mendoza with the Army Commendation Medal (right). 

FAREWELL TO SSG MENDOZA BY SPC CASTILLO 

SSG Mendoza (pictured above) has dedicated three and a half years to the 1-56 BN, 6th ADA BDE family. She started off her duty 

assignment at Fort Bliss in El Paso, TX as the HQ 1-56 ADA Battery Supply Sgt. She arrived there in November of 2007 and fulfilled 

the position in a profoundly professional manner. In the fall of 2009, she helped with the breakdown of all the BTRY’s in 1-56 to 

execute the movement of units to Fort Sill, OK. The Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) movement was a very challenging 

experience that she took on with great leadership skills and high confidence. She then arrived here at Fort Sill in March of 2010 

and took on the position as the HQ/A 1-56 ADA Battery Supply Sgt. SSG Mendoza is now moving on to bigger and better things in 

Fort Irwin, CA. She will be there to continue her career with the 11 ARC Replacement. Night Hides Not! 

To close the month, 1-56 coffee group gathered for lunch at Billy Simm’s Restaurant off of Northwest Cache Road. Pictures 

below. 
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The Feild family (Patrick and would like to extend a “thank you” to everyone for their prayers and assistance while young Ian 

Field (shown above), recovered from early complications. 

Special Welcomes go out to new families CPT McGriff and CPT Trahan. CPT McGriff is in-line for command while CPT Trahan is 

slated to become a BOLC instructor.  

Happy Easter from the Air Defense Artillery School’s Officer Education Battalion! Get involved! Our Family Readiness Group is in 

need of volunteers! We are also looking for CARE team volunteers! CARE Team members of the FRG offer emotional support and 

practical assistance to Family members going through difficult situations (i.e. unexpected surgery, injury, illness, etc.) Remember, 

all volunteers must be registered in Volunteer Management Information System (VMIS). The volunteer hours tracked allows the 

Army to reward, inform and strengthen our military community! Please contact CPT Amanda Rowse HQ/A Battery Commander 

bldg. 1614 for details. Registration takes less than 10 minutes!  

If you want to get involved with the FRG please contact Mrs. Michelle Niedert @ michtj2000@yahoo.com or 580-492-5575. You 

can also contact MAJ Irvin R. Hawkins@ irvin.hawkins@us.army.mil or call 580-558-0571.   

 

 

mailto:michtj2000@yahoo.com
mailto:irvin.hawkins@us.army.mil
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2-6 ADA BN- "Set the Standard" 

 

On 1 April 2-6 ADA hosted the Special Olympics for the second year and would like to thank all our 

volunteers and participants for making it a huge success.  This event continued to provide quality 

community engagement for our partnership with the City of Lawton and created a bond with our Soldiers 

through embracing the opportunity to help others with special needs.  We have been specifically requested to 

continue this rich tradition and host again next year. 

Congratulations to our volunteer Patricia Pendon for receiving the 6th BDE Volunteer Spouse of the Year 

and for being recognized at the Helping Hands Volunteer Ceremony.  Along with great successes, B Battery 

had opened the Engagement Simulations Trainer (EST 2000) to family members and had a terrific FRG 

event that provided an chance to understand and experience how our Soldiers train.   

A/3 Battery at Dugway Proving Ground executed a tremendous "hot dog and chips" fund raiser during our 

visit this month.  In all, they raised over $200.00 which will go toward funding their Holiday Party at the end 

of the year.  Families are very resilient at DPG with a strong FRG fostered by the Battery Command Team. 

With the warm weather, in the upcoming months we will be having more family activities.  In May, there 

will be a Hail and Farewell to welcome our new members to the “Set the Standard” family and to farewell 

those departing us.  June will be our bi-annual Potluck at the Spray Park to commemorate the beginning of 

summer and in July, will are planning to host a Golf Tournament and a C-RAM live Fire observation for our 

families.  

We sincerely appreciate everyone's support! 

LTC Brian W. Adams and CSM Robert D. Gooden 
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Bravo Battery conducted a Change of Command on April 25th.  We wish CPT Curtin, Tara, and baby Fiona 

the best of luck as they move on to their next duty assignment.  We extend a warm welcome to CPT Maurice 

Dominguez as he takes the reigns as the new Bravo Battery Commander.  He says that he is "honored to be 

part of the Bulldog family and is looking forward to getting to know all the Bravo Battery Soldiers and their 

families."   

BULLDOGS LEADTHE WAY! 

CPT Dominguez 

 

I would like to take the opportunity to introduce myself.  My name is Anna van Soolen and I am the new 

FRG leader for Bravo Battery. Tara was such an asset to our battery and will be missed. I am excited about 

my new roll in the Bulldog family and will do my best to fill the big shoes Tara left behind.  

Our next FRG meeting will be May 4th at 6:30 pm. The location information will be put out once 

determined. 

In addition to CPT Curtin, Bravo Battery would like to say farewell to SSG Daniel Muse and SFC Michael 

Ruggierio and their families. We wish them the best at their new duty assignments. 

I look forward to seeing everyone at the FRG meeting in May. 

Anna 

avansoolen@hotmail.com 

503-560-3274 

 

Have a great day! 

 

 

mailto:avansoolen@hotmail.com
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Knowledge Management 

Which bucket are you, filler or dipper? 

No doubt you have heard the term "My cup 
is overflowing" This is the story 

of the invisible bucket (which is really 
you) the bucket is each one of us 

whether we know it or not. 

It determines how we feel about ourselves, 
families, coworkers and other 

people. Have you ever felt so good inside 
that it made you want to do good 

things for everyone around you, at any 
time in your life? Well, at that time 

your bucket was full and overflowing. 

Your bucket can be filled by a lot of 
things that happen to you: 

-Someone speaks to you and says "Good 
Morning" (your bucket is filled a 

little) 

-If someone pays you a compliment (your 
bucket is filled even more) 

-If you say hi mommy! That is a very 
pretty dress you have on (You are 

filling her bucket) 

-Something very special to you is 
remembered by others (more filling of your 

bucket) 

-If you say "daddy, thank you for your 
service to our country, I love you 

very much" (you are filling his bucket) 

-Someone taking the time to listen to 
what's on your mind (extra scoops are 

added to your bucket) 

When your bucket is full of all this 
emotional and spiritual support it is 

sooooooo much easier to express warmth and 
kindness to others. But hold on, 

what about the dipper? Other people have 
dippers and they get these dippers 

in your bucket (there are no less then a 
million ways for them to get in 

your bucket) 

Lets say that you are running a little 
late, but decide to stop really quick 

at the local star bucks for a cup of 
coffee. As you are in a hurry, you 

accidently spill your coffee on a lady 
coming in the door (Oops!) how 

embarrassing. You made a mistake, you know 
you made a mistake and then she 

lets you have it with both barrels (Or 
should I say, she is dipping away at 

your bucket). This is just one of the 
millions of ways a dipper can dip into 

your bucket. 

Buckets are filled and buckets are 
emptied, and emptied because people don't 

really think about what is being said or 
done, so they dip away. We are all 

hunam beings and when our bucket are full, 
emptied or in between it shows. 

Beiing armed with this knnowledge will 
change the way you look at customers, 
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family and friends, because now you know 
that someone has been dipping in 

their bucket... 

Now! you are armed with some very TOP 
SECRET information that will forever 

change the way you look at a dipper (Guard 
your bucket). And don't forget 

the folks that just have holes all in 
their buckets, and have a problem 

holding it in (here is what you can do), 
you can start pouring from your 

bucket into their bucket to help keep them 
afloat... (I know, I know; why 

should I give from my bucket? I need it 
myself..) No you don't, because when 

you give from your bucket you are given 
double or more in your own bucket 

(Read that again please). I have been 
practising this for years and it's all 

true (No matter how much I give from my 
bucket, I always find a lot more 

(WoW!) why is that? You will have to wait 
until next week for the answer. 

Have a super week, 

If you have stories, events or things you 
want to share with others, please 

let me know. 

James 

Touch someone's life, be their filling and 
not a dipper - James Wall 

"View every problem as an opportunity." - 
Joseph Sugarman 

  

"Only after we can learn to forgive 
ourselves can we accept others as they 

are because we don't feel threatened by 
anything about them which is better 

than us." - Stephen Covey 

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

James 

 

Mr. James Wall 

nFocus Software 

Knowledge Management Advisor 

FKN - ADA Support  

(580) 442-1820 (Ofc) 

(580) 647-0420 (Mbl) 

"Have you scheduled a KM briefing for your 
unit today?" 

 

ADA FKN: 
https://www.us.army.mil/suite/page/586267 

ADA Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/AirDefenseArtiller
ySchool 

ADA Commandant's Blog: 
http://usacac.army.mil/blog/blogs/ada/defa
ult.aspx 

Garrison Webpage: http://sill-
www.army.mil/usag/  

 

 

 

https://www.us.army.mil/suite/page/586267
http://www.facebook.com/AirDefenseArtillerySchool
http://www.facebook.com/AirDefenseArtillerySchool
http://usacac.army.mil/blog/blogs/ada/default.aspx
http://usacac.army.mil/blog/blogs/ada/default.aspx
http://sill-www.army.mil/usag/
http://sill-www.army.mil/usag/
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For more information please contact ryan.moehle@okstate.edu 
 
May 27-May  28, 4th Annual Oklahoma City Zoo Snooze 2101 NE 50th Street OKC 
 
June 19, OMK & Oklahoma National Guard Kids Camp at Camp Kruber 
www.JointServicesSupport.org 
 
June 24, Oklahoma Sciene Museum Camp-in, 2100 NE 52nd Street OKC 
 
June 26-July 02, YMCA Adventure Camp 
 
 

 

http://www.jointservicessupport.org/


17 

 

Lawton/ Fort Sill Armed Forces Day  
Parade & Celebration, 21 -22 May  

The parade will start on C Ave & 6th Street heading west to 11th St, north to Ferris 

Ave, and end in Elmer Thomas Park. There will be an Armed Forces Apprecation Day 

following the parade in Elmer Thomas Park. For more information please contact 

Eboni Shaw at (580) 355-3541.  

 

Taste of Home Cooking School 

Brought to you by Comanche County Memorial Hospital and KLAW 101, My 107.3 FM 

and Z94 

When:  Tuesday, May 10th 

Where:  McMahon Memorial Auditorium 

Vendor show will begin at 5pm.  Cooking School starts at 7pm. 

General Admission tickets are $12 each (Each attendee will receive a free gift bag 

including a one-year subscription to “Taste of Home” magazine).  Great door prizes 

will be given away throughout the event. 

General Admission tickets are available at 

Our stations:  626 SW D Ave, downtown Lawton 

McMahon Auditorium Box Office 

Adventure Travel in Central Mall and at the PX 

Online at www.adv-travel.com  

 
 

OPSEC – Operational 

Security 

With technology and social networking 

today it is easier than ever to get 

information about you, your family, your 

job, interests, etc. and to have people, 

without your knowledge, reading and 

collecting your information.  It is 

important, whether you are experiencing 

a deployment, training, moves or military 

life in general that you don’t post 

information that could compromise the 

safety of you or your loved ones. 

‘DO NOT’ TIPS: 

* Do not post on internet, share with 

others or write about any and all 

operational information 

* Do not provide people with the time, 

place or name of the operation 

* Do not share specific locations of where 

your service member is 

* Do not provide information about 

spouses, email, Facebook accounts or full 

names to anyone outside of your group 

(they may want them for kind or valid 

reasons but then they may, 

unknowningly, provide them to others 

and so on) 

* Do not identify rank or full names of 

service members 

The general rule is, ‘If you aren’t sure, 

don’t post it’.  For more information go to 

- http://loveoursoldiers.us -they have 

posted a great article with detailed 

information about OPSEC (the rules are 

generally the same for all countries) 

 

http://www.adv-travel.com/
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